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Beginner lessons for Joinery
Master the Basics of Joinery for Woodworking Success!

DEFINITION

Joinery is the technique of connecting pieces of wood together to create strong structures. It involves various methods and
tools to ensure durability and aesthetics in woodworking projects.

KEY CONCEPTS

Butt Joint

A simple connection where two pieces of wood meet at their
ends, often reinforced with glue or screws.

Dovetail Joint

A strong joint characterized by interlocking 'tails' and 'pins,'
commonly used in drawers and cabinets.

Mortise and Tenon

A classic joint where a protruding 'tenon' fits into a 'mortise'
hole, providing excellent strength.

Lap Joint

Created by overlapping two pieces of wood, this joint is easy to
make and provides good surface area for adhesion.

Pocket Hole Joint

A modern method where angled holes are drilled into one piece
to join it to another with screws.

EXAMPLES

→ Creating a simple bookshelf using butt
joints.
→ Building a drawer with dovetail joints
for added strength.
→ Assembling a table using mortise and
tenon joints.

MEMORY TIPS

★ Remember 'Dovetail' by visualizing a
dove's tail interlocking.
★ Think of 'Mortise' as a 'hole' where the
'tenon' fits snugly.
★ Use the acronym BLMP (Butt, Lap,
Mortise, Pocket) to recall joint types.

COMMON MISTAKES

✗ Not measuring accurately before
cutting joints.
✗ Using the wrong type of joint for the
project’s needs.
✗ Neglecting to clamp joints while the
glue dries.

QUICK RECAP

Joinery is essential for creating strong wood connections in projects. Understanding different types of joints, like butt and
dovetail, helps ensure success. Avoid common mistakes like inaccurate measurements to improve your woodworking skills.
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