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Beginner lessons for Color Grading
Master Color Grading Basics for Stunning Videos!

DEFINITION

Color grading is the process of adjusting the colors and tones in video footage to enhance its visual appeal. It helps create
mood and consistency across scenes.

KEY CONCEPTS

Color Wheel

A visual tool that shows how colors relate to each other, helping
you choose complementary colors.

Contrast

The difference between the lightest and darkest parts of an image,
which adds depth and interest.

Saturation

The intensity of color in an image; higher saturation makes
colors more vivid, while lower saturation creates a muted look.

White Balance

Adjusting colors to ensure that white objects appear white,
affecting the overall color tone of the video.

LUTs

Look-Up Tables are preset color grading settings that can
quickly change the look of your footage.

EXAMPLES

→ Use a color wheel to select a
complementary color for your scene.
→ Increase contrast to make your subject
stand out against the background.
→ Apply a LUT to achieve a cinematic
look in seconds.

MEMORY TIPS

★ Remember 'C-W-C-S-L' for Color Wheel,
Contrast, Saturation, LUTs.
★ Think of 'Saturation = Spice' to recall
how it enhances color intensity.
★ Associate 'White Balance' with 'True
White' to ensure accurate colors.

COMMON MISTAKES

✗ Over-saturating colors, making the
footage look unnatural.
✗ Neglecting white balance, leading to
color casts in the video.
✗ Ignoring contrast adjustments,
resulting in flat-looking images.

QUICK RECAP

Color grading enhances video through adjustments in color, contrast, and saturation. Key tools include the color wheel, LUTs, and
white balance. Avoid common mistakes like over-saturation and poor contrast for better results.
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