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Beginner lessons for Sudoku Basics
Unlock the Fun of Sudoku with Simple Strategies!

DEFINITION

Sudoku is a logic-based number puzzle where the goal is to fill a 9x9 grid. Each row, column, and 3x3 box must contain the
numbers 1 to 9 without repetition.

KEY CONCEPTS

Grid Structure

Sudoku consists of a 9x9 grid divided into nine 3x3 boxes.
Basic Rules

Fill each row, column, and box with numbers 1-9, ensuring no
repeats.

Pencil Marks

Use small numbers in empty cells to note possible candidates
for that cell.

Elimination Technique

Cross out numbers in a row, column, or box to narrow down
options.

Naked Pairs

If two cells in a unit can only contain the same two numbers,
eliminate those numbers from other cells in that unit.

EXAMPLES

→ In a row with numbers 1, 2, 3, and 4,
the remaining cells can only be 5, 6, 7, 8,
9.
→ If a 3x3 box has 1, 2, and 3, the
remaining cells must contain 4, 5, 6, 7, 8,
9.
→ Pencil mark possible numbers in
empty cells to keep track of options.

MEMORY TIPS

★ Remember 'Row, Column, Box' to recall
the areas to check for duplicates.
★ Visualize the grid as a tic-tac-toe board
to help with placement.
★ Use the acronym 'SUDOKU' to remind
yourself: Solve Uniquely, Digits Only,
Keep Uniqueness.

COMMON MISTAKES

✗ Ignoring existing numbers can lead to
conflicts and mistakes.
✗ Failing to use pencil marks, which can
help track possibilities.
✗ Not checking for duplicates in rows,
columns, or boxes.

QUICK RECAP

Sudoku requires filling a 9x9 grid with numbers 1-9 without repeats. Use techniques like elimination and pencil marks to solve
puzzles effectively.
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