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Beginner lessons for Wheel Throwing
Master the Art of Wheel Throwing with Beginner Lessons!

DEFINITION

Wheel throwing is a pottery technique where clay is shaped on a rotating wheel. Beginners learn to create functional and
artistic pieces using this method.

KEY CONCEPTS

Centering

Centering is the process of positioning the clay on the wheel to
ensure even shaping.

Pulling Up

Pulling up involves lifting the clay to form the walls of the pot,
requiring steady hands.

Trimming

Trimming is the technique used to refine the shape and remove
excess clay after the piece has dried.

Glazing

Glazing adds color and a protective layer to the pottery, enhancing
its aesthetic appeal.

Firing

Firing is the process of heating the pottery in a kiln to harden it
and set the glaze.

EXAMPLES

→ Creating a simple bowl using centering
and pulling techniques.
→ Trimming a mug to refine its shape
and add a foot.
→ Applying glaze to a vase for a colorful
finish.

MEMORY TIPS

★ Remember 'C-P-T-G-F' for Centering,
Pulling, Trimming, Glazing, Firing.
★ Visualize a potter's wheel spinning to
recall the flow of the process.
★ Associate each step with a simple
action: Center, Pull, Trim, Glaze, Fire.

COMMON MISTAKES

✗ Not centering the clay properly,
leading to uneven pieces.
✗ Pulling the clay too fast, causing it to
collapse.
✗ Skipping trimming, resulting in bulky
or unrefined shapes.

QUICK RECAP

Wheel throwing involves centering clay, pulling it up, trimming, glazing, and firing. Mastering these steps is essential for creating
beautiful pottery pieces.
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