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Beginner lessons for Vase Making
Master the Art of Vase Making with Simple Techniques!

DEFINITION

Vase making is the process of shaping clay into decorative containers. It combines creativity and technique to produce
functional art.

KEY CONCEPTS

Clay Types

Different clays, like earthenware and stoneware, affect the final
look and durability of vases.

Hand-Building Techniques

Methods such as coiling and slab building allow beginners to create
unique shapes without a wheel.

Wheel Throwing

This technique involves shaping clay on a potter's wheel,
offering precision and symmetry.

Glazing

Applying glaze enhances the vase's appearance and makes it
waterproof, adding color and texture.

Firing Process

Kiln firing hardens the clay and sets the glaze, transforming it
into a durable piece.

EXAMPLES

→ Creating a simple coil vase using hand-
building techniques.
→ Throwing a symmetrical bowl on a
potter's wheel.
→ Applying a colorful glaze to a finished
vase.

MEMORY TIPS

★ Remember 'C-W-G-F' for Clay, Wheel,
Glaze, Firing.
★ Think of a vase as a 'V' for 'Vessel' and
'Visual Art'.
★ Associate each clay type with its use:
earthenware for casual, stoneware for
durability.

COMMON MISTAKES

✗ Using too much water, which can
weaken the clay.
✗ Not wedging the clay properly, leading
to air bubbles.
✗ Skipping the drying stage before firing,
causing cracks.

QUICK RECAP

Vase making involves shaping clay using various techniques like hand-building and wheel throwing. Remember to glaze and fire
your piece for durability and beauty.
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