ONE PAGE SUMMARY

Lifestyle & Hobbies > Pottery > Pinching

Beginner lessons for Pinching

Master the Art of Pinching in Pottery!

DEFINITION

Pinching is a hand-building technique in pottery where clay is shaped by pinching it with fingers. It allows for creating

unique forms and textures without the need for a wheel.
KEY CONCEPTS

Basic Technique Wall Thickness

Start with a ball of clay, then use your thumb and fingers to Maintain even wall thickness while pinching to ensure stability and

pinch and shape it. prevent cracking.

Forming Shapes Surface Texture

Experiment with different shapes like bowls, cups, or sculptures Add texture by pressing tools or fingers into the clay while pinching

by adjusting your pinching technique. for unique designs.
Drying Time
Allow your piece to dry slowly to avoid warping or cracking

before firing.

EXAMPLES MEMORY TIPS COMMON MISTAKES

- Create a small pinch pot for holding
jewelry.

- Make a decorative pinch bowl for
snacks.

- Shape a unique sculpture using
various pinching techniques.

QUICK RECAP

* Think of 'pinch' like 'pinch of
salt'—small, controlled actions.

* Visualize shaping a balloon with your
fingers to remember the technique.

* Associate 'pinching' with 'play'—it's a

fun, hands-on activity!

X Pinching too hard, leading to uneven

walls.

X Not keeping the clay moist, causing
cracks.

X Rushing the shaping process, resulting
in poor form.

Pinching is a fundamental pottery technique that involves shaping clay with your fingers. Focus on maintaining even wall

thickness and experimenting with different shapes and textures for creative results.
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