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Beginner lessons for Coiling
Master Coiling: The Art of Building with Clay

DEFINITION

Coiling is a pottery technique where clay is rolled into long strands and layered to create forms. It's a foundational method
for beginners to build ceramic pieces.

KEY CONCEPTS

Clay Preparation

Start with well-kneaded clay to remove air bubbles and ensure
even consistency.

Rolling Coils

Roll clay into even, cylindrical coils, maintaining a consistent
thickness for uniformity.

Joining Coils

Attach coils by scoring and slipping to ensure strong bonds
between layers.

Shaping Techniques

Use fingers or tools to shape and smooth the coils into desired
forms and designs.

Drying and Firing

Allow pieces to dry slowly before firing in a kiln to prevent
cracking.

EXAMPLES

→ Create a simple bowl using coiling
technique.
→ Make a decorative vase by layering
coils.
→ Build a small sculpture using various
coil shapes.

MEMORY TIPS

★ Remember 'Score and Slip' for joining
coils effectively.
★ Think of 'Roll, Stack, Shape' to recall
the coiling process.
★ Visualize a snake for rolling even coils.

COMMON MISTAKES

✗ Using dry clay, which can lead to
cracks.
✗ Not scoring properly, causing coils to
separate.
✗ Rolling uneven coils, resulting in
inconsistent shapes.

QUICK RECAP

Coiling is a fundamental pottery technique that involves rolling and layering clay. Focus on proper coil preparation and joining
methods to create sturdy pieces. Remember to allow your work to dry before firing to avoid damage.
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