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Beginner lessons for Composition
Master Composition to Elevate Your Photography Skills!

DEFINITION

Composition in photography refers to how elements are arranged within a frame. Good composition enhances visual
storytelling and guides the viewer's eye.

KEY CONCEPTS

Rule of Thirds

Divide the frame into a 3x3 grid and place subjects along the
lines or intersections.

Leading Lines

Use natural lines in the scene to lead the viewer's eye to the main
subject.

Framing

Use elements in the scene to create a 'frame' around the
subject, adding depth.

Balance

Distribute visual weight evenly across the frame to create harmony
and interest.

Negative Space

Incorporate empty space around the subject to emphasize it and
create a minimalist effect.

EXAMPLES

→ Place the horizon on the top third of
the frame for landscape shots.
→ Use a road or pathway to draw
attention to a distant mountain.
→ Capture a portrait through a doorway
to create a natural frame.

MEMORY TIPS

★ Remember 'T.L.F.B.N.' for: Thirds,
Lines, Framing, Balance, Negative space.
★ Visualize a tic-tac-toe grid to apply the
Rule of Thirds.
★ Think of 'leading' as guiding the
viewer's journey through the photo.

COMMON MISTAKES

✗ Centering the subject too often,
leading to static compositions.
✗ Ignoring background distractions that
can detract from the main subject.
✗ Failing to consider light direction and
its impact on composition.

QUICK RECAP

Composition is key to effective photography, guiding how elements are arranged. Remember the Rule of Thirds, leading lines,
and the importance of balance for captivating images.
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