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Beginner lessons for Retouching
Master the Art of Retouching for Stunning Photos!

DEFINITION

Retouching is the process of enhancing and correcting images to improve their overall appearance. It involves techniques
to remove imperfections and adjust elements like color and lighting.

KEY CONCEPTS

Basic Tools

Familiarize yourself with essential tools like the clone stamp,
healing brush, and adjustment layers.

Skin Retouching

Learn techniques to smooth skin, remove blemishes, and enhance
features while maintaining a natural look.

Color Correction

Adjust colors to create a balanced and appealing image using
tools like curves and levels.

Sharpening

Enhance the details in your photos by applying sharpening
techniques to make them pop.

Cropping

Use cropping to improve composition and focus on the subject
of your photo.

EXAMPLES

→ Remove blemishes from a portrait
using the healing brush.
→ Adjust brightness and contrast to
enhance a landscape photo.
→ Crop an image to focus on the main
subject.

MEMORY TIPS

★ Remember 'SHAPE' for Skin, Healing,
Adjustment, Photo, and Enhance.
★ Think of retouching as 'fixing'—you fix
imperfections to reveal beauty.
★ Use the acronym 'CARS' for Color,
Adjustment, Retouch, and Sharpen.

COMMON MISTAKES

✗ Over-editing images, making them
look unnatural.
✗ Neglecting to save original files before
retouching.
✗ Ignoring lighting adjustments that can
enhance the final image.

QUICK RECAP

Retouching enhances photos by correcting imperfections and adjusting colors and lighting. Key techniques include skin
retouching, color correction, and sharpening for a polished final product.
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