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Beginner lessons for Portrait Retouching

Master the Art of Portrait Retouching with Simple Techniques!

DEFINITION

Portrait retouching is the process of enhancing photographs of people to improve their appearance. It involves correcting
imperfections while maintaining a natural look.

KEY CONCEPTS

Skin Smoothing

This technique reduces blemishes and uneven skin tones to

create a flawless complexion.

Dodge and Burn

A method used to lighten (dodge) or darken (burn) specific

areas, adding depth and dimension.

Background Blur

Color Correction

Adjusting colors to ensure skin tones look natural and vibrant,

enhancing the overall image.

Sharpening

stand out.

Softening the background to draw attention to the subject and

create a professional look.

EXAMPLES

- Use the healing brush to remove acne
spots.

- Adjust the hue and saturation for a
natural skin tone.

- Apply a subtle blur to the background
for focus.

QUICK RECAP

MEMORY TIPS

* Remember 'SCCDB' for Skin, Color,
Dodge, Depth, Blur.

* Think of retouching as 'enhancing, not
erasing' to keep natural features.

* Visualize a portrait as a canvas:
smooth, vibrant, and focused.

Enhancing details in the image to make features like eyes and hair

COMMON MISTAKES

X Over-smoothing skin, making it look
unnatural.

X Ignoring color balance, leading to
unrealistic skin tones.

X Neglecting to save original images
before editing.

Portrait retouching enhances images while keeping them natural. Focus on skin smoothing, color correction, and depth. Avoid

common pitfalls like over-editing and color imbalance.

Beginner lessons for Portrait Retouching — One Page Summary

Generated 08 Nov 2026



