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Beginner lessons for Cropping
Master the Art of Cropping for Stunning Photos!

DEFINITION

Cropping is the process of removing unwanted outer areas from an image to improve composition. It helps focus on the
main subject and enhances visual appeal.

KEY CONCEPTS

Aspect Ratio

The ratio of width to height in an image, affecting its shape and
framing.

Rule of Thirds

A composition guideline that suggests dividing the image into
thirds for balanced framing.

Centering

Placing the subject in the center can create a strong focal point
but may lack dynamism.

Negative Space

The area around the subject that can enhance focus and create a
sense of balance.

Straightening

Adjusting the image to ensure horizons and vertical lines are
level for a professional look.

EXAMPLES

→ Crop out distractions from the
background to highlight the subject.
→ Use the Rule of Thirds to position a
person off-center for a dynamic shot.
→ Straighten a tilted horizon line to
enhance landscape photos.

MEMORY TIPS

★ Think 'Crop to Focus' to remember the
purpose of cropping.
★ Use 'Thirds for Balance' as a reminder
of the Rule of Thirds.
★ Remember 'Negative Space = Positive
Impact' to appreciate the importance of
surrounding space.

COMMON MISTAKES

✗ Cropping too tightly, cutting off
important parts of the subject.
✗ Ignoring the aspect ratio, leading to
distorted images.
✗ Neglecting to straighten images,
resulting in an unprofessional
appearance.

QUICK RECAP

Cropping is essential for improving photo composition by removing distractions. Remember to apply the Rule of Thirds and
consider negative space for better focus. Avoid common mistakes like tight cropping and ignoring straight lines.
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