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Beginner lessons for Still Life
Master the Art of Still Life Painting with Simple Techniques!

DEFINITION

Still life painting involves depicting inanimate objects to explore composition, color, and light. It allows beginners to
practice their skills in a controlled setting.

KEY CONCEPTS

Composition

The arrangement of objects in your painting; a balanced
composition draws the viewer's eye.

Lighting

Understanding how light affects color and shadow is crucial for
creating depth in your painting.

Color Theory

Using complementary and analogous colors can enhance the
visual appeal of your still life.

Texture

Capturing the texture of objects adds realism; practice different
brush techniques to achieve this.

Perspective

Applying proper perspective helps create a sense of space and
dimension in your artwork.

EXAMPLES

→ Paint a bowl of fruit with varied colors
and textures.
→ Create a floral arrangement focusing
on light and shadow.
→ Depict everyday objects like books and
cups in an interesting layout.

MEMORY TIPS

★ Remember 'CLTP' for Composition,
Lighting, Texture, Perspective.
★ Visualize a fruit bowl to recall color
combinations.
★ Think of a room's light source to
understand shadow placement.

COMMON MISTAKES

✗ Neglecting the importance of
composition can lead to a cluttered
painting.
✗ Using unrealistic colors or shadows
detracts from the overall effect.
✗ Overlooking texture can make objects
appear flat and lifeless.

QUICK RECAP

Still life painting is a great way for beginners to practice essential art skills. Focus on composition, lighting, and color to create
engaging artworks. Avoid common mistakes like neglecting texture and perspective for better results.
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