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Beginner lessons for Composition
Master Composition Basics for Stunning Paintings!

DEFINITION

Composition in painting refers to the arrangement of elements within a work. It helps create balance, focus, and harmony
in your artwork.

KEY CONCEPTS

Rule of Thirds

Divide your canvas into a 3x3 grid and place key elements along
the lines or intersections.

Focal Point

Identify a main subject that draws the viewer's attention and
arrange other elements around it.

Balance

Achieve visual stability by distributing elements evenly across
the composition.

Leading Lines

Use lines within the painting to guide the viewer's eye toward the
focal point.

Negative Space

Incorporate empty areas around your subject to enhance focus
and clarity.

EXAMPLES

→ Place a tree at the intersection of the
grid lines.
→ Use a path to lead the viewer's eye to
the horizon.
→ Leave space around a portrait to
emphasize the subject.

MEMORY TIPS

★ Remember 'Rule of Thirds' as 'Divide
and Conquer' for balanced layouts.
★ Think of 'Focal Point' as the 'Star of the
Show' in your painting.
★ Use 'BALANCE' to recall that even
weight creates harmony.

COMMON MISTAKES

✗ Ignoring the Rule of Thirds and
centering everything.
✗ Overcrowding the composition with too
many elements.
✗ Neglecting negative space, making the
painting feel cramped.

QUICK RECAP

Composition is essential for effective painting, guiding how elements are arranged. Focus on key concepts like the Rule of Thirds
and balance to enhance your artwork.
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