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Beginner lessons for Composition
Unlock Your Creativity with Beginner Composition Lessons!

DEFINITION

Composition is the art of creating music by arranging notes and rhythms. It involves understanding musical elements to
express emotions and ideas.

KEY CONCEPTS

Melody

A melody is a sequence of notes that is musically satisfying and
memorable.

Harmony

Harmony involves combining different musical notes played or
sung simultaneously to enhance the melody.

Rhythm

Rhythm is the pattern of sounds and silences in music,
determining the timing of notes.

Form

Form refers to the structure of a composition, such as verse-chorus
or sonata form.

Dynamics

Dynamics indicate the volume of music, guiding how loud or soft
a piece should be played.

EXAMPLES

→ Write a simple melody using five
notes.
→ Create a chord progression with C, G,
Am, F.
→ Experiment with different rhythms
using claps.

MEMORY TIPS

★ Use the acronym 'MHRFD' to remember
Melody, Harmony, Rhythm, Form,
Dynamics.
★ Visualize a song structure as a
sandwich: bread (verses) with filling
(chorus).
★ Associate dynamics with everyday
sounds: whisper (soft) vs. shout (loud).

COMMON MISTAKES

✗ Neglecting to develop a strong
melody.
✗ Overcomplicating harmony with too
many chords.
✗ Ignoring rhythm, leading to a lack of
musical flow.

QUICK RECAP

Composition is about creating music through melody, harmony, rhythm, form, and dynamics. Focus on developing a strong
melody and maintaining a clear structure for your piece.
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