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Beginner lessons for Shading
Master Shading to Bring Your Drawings to Life!

DEFINITION

Shading is the technique of adding darkness to areas of a drawing to create depth and dimension. It helps to represent
light and shadow, making objects look more realistic.

KEY CONCEPTS

Light Source

Understanding where the light is coming from is crucial for
accurate shading.

Value Scale

A value scale shows the range of light to dark shades, helping you
choose tones.

Blending Techniques

Blending involves smoothing out pencil strokes to create a
seamless transition between shades.

Hatching and Cross-Hatching

These techniques use parallel lines or intersecting lines to create
texture and depth.

Pressure Control

Varying the pressure on your pencil can create different shades
from light to dark.

EXAMPLES

→ Use a soft pencil to create a gradient
from dark to light.
→ Practice hatching on a piece of paper
to see how lines can create depth.
→ Draw a sphere and shade one side
darker to show light direction.

MEMORY TIPS

★ Remember 'LVP' for Light, Value,
Pressure when shading.
★ Think of 'BHL' for Blending, Hatching,
and Light source.
★ Visualize a sun to remember where to
place shadows.

COMMON MISTAKES

✗ Ignoring the light source can lead to
unrealistic shading.
✗ Using only one shade instead of a
range can flatten the drawing.
✗ Over-blending can remove necessary
texture and detail.

QUICK RECAP

Shading is essential for creating depth in drawings by simulating light and shadow. Focus on your light source, use a variety of
values, and practice blending techniques for the best results.
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