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Beginner lessons for Perspective
Mastering Perspective: The Key to Realistic Drawing

DEFINITION

Perspective is the technique used to represent three-dimensional objects on a two-dimensional surface. It helps artists
create depth and realism in their drawings.

KEY CONCEPTS

Horizon Line

The horizon line is where the sky meets the ground,
representing the viewer's eye level.

Vanishing Point

A vanishing point is where parallel lines appear to converge in the
distance, guiding the viewer's eye.

One-Point Perspective

One-point perspective uses a single vanishing point, ideal for
drawing roads or hallways.

Two-Point Perspective

Two-point perspective involves two vanishing points, commonly
used for drawing buildings at an angle.

Foreshortening

Foreshortening is the technique of depicting an object as closer
than it is, creating depth.

EXAMPLES

→ Draw a straight road using one-point
perspective.
→ Sketch a building corner with two-point
perspective.
→ Create a simple box to practice
foreshortening.

MEMORY TIPS

★ Remember 'Horizon is High' for the
horizon line's position.
★ Use 'V' for Vanishing Point to visualize
convergence.
★ Think 'One Road, Two Corners' for one-
point and two-point perspectives.

COMMON MISTAKES

✗ Ignoring the horizon line can distort
perspective.
✗ Placing vanishing points too close
together leads to unrealistic depth.
✗ Overlooking foreshortening makes
objects appear flat.

QUICK RECAP

Perspective is essential for creating depth in drawings. Focus on horizon lines, vanishing points, and practice one-point and two-
point perspectives to enhance realism.
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