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Beginner lessons for Tactics
Master Chess Tactics to Outplay Your Opponent!

DEFINITION

Chess tactics are short-term strategies that help you gain an advantage in the game. They involve specific moves that can
lead to winning material or checkmating your opponent.

KEY CONCEPTS

Fork

A tactic where one piece attacks two or more of the opponent's
pieces simultaneously.

Pin

A tactic that immobilizes an opponent's piece because moving it
would expose a more valuable piece behind it.

Skewer

A tactic where a valuable piece is attacked, forcing it to move
and exposing a lesser piece behind it.

Discovered Attack

A tactic where moving one piece uncovers an attack from another
piece, often leading to a surprise strike.

Double Check

A tactic where the king is attacked by two pieces at once,
requiring a specific response from the opponent.

EXAMPLES

→ Using a knight to fork a king and
queen.
→ Pinning an opponent's bishop to their
king with your rook.
→ Executing a discovered attack with a
bishop after moving a pawn.

MEMORY TIPS

★ Remember 'F-P-S-D' for Fork, Pin,
Skewer, Discovered attack.
★ Visualize a knight jumping over pieces
to recall forks.
★ Think of a pin as a 'stuck' piece that
can't move.

COMMON MISTAKES

✗ Overlooking tactical opportunities
while focusing on long-term strategy.
✗ Failing to recognize when your piece is
pinned.
✗ Ignoring threats from discovered
attacks.

QUICK RECAP

Chess tactics are essential for gaining advantages in games. Focus on mastering forks, pins, and discovered attacks to improve
your play. Practice recognizing these tactics in real games to enhance your skills.
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