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Beginner lessons for Grammar
Master Basic Vietnamese Grammar for Effective Communication

DEFINITION

Vietnamese grammar is the set of rules that govern sentence structure and word usage. Understanding these basics helps
you form correct sentences and express ideas clearly.

KEY CONCEPTS

Word Order

Vietnamese typically follows a Subject-Verb-Object (SVO)
structure, similar to English.

Tones

Vietnamese is a tonal language, meaning the tone used can
change the meaning of a word.

Pronouns

Pronouns in Vietnamese vary based on the speaker's
relationship with the listener, indicating formality.

Negation

To negate a verb, use 'không' before the verb, e.g., 'Tôi không biết'
(I do not know).

Question Formation

Questions can often be formed by adding 'không' at the end of a
statement.

EXAMPLES

→ Tôi ăn cơm. (I eat rice.)
→ Bạn có khỏe không? (Are you well?)
→ Cô ấy không thích cà phê. (She does
not like coffee.)

MEMORY TIPS

★ Associate tones with musical notes to
remember their differences.
★ Use personal pronouns based on age or
relationship to remember their forms.
★ Visualize the SVO structure as a simple
recipe: Subject (who) + Verb (action) +
Object (what).

COMMON MISTAKES

✗ Mixing up the order of words in a
sentence.
✗ Forgetting to use the correct tone,
leading to misunderstandings.
✗ Using informal pronouns in formal
situations.

QUICK RECAP

Vietnamese grammar is essential for clear communication and follows specific rules. Focus on word order, tones, and proper
pronoun usage to avoid common pitfalls.
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