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Beginner lessons for Alphabet
Master the Tamil Alphabet with Ease!

DEFINITION

The Tamil alphabet consists of 12 vowels and 18 consonants, forming the foundation of the language. Learning these
letters is essential for reading and writing in Tamil.

KEY CONCEPTS

Vowels

Tamil has 12 vowels, each with a unique sound, essential for
pronunciation.

Consonants

There are 18 consonants in Tamil, which combine with vowels to
form syllables.

Vowel Signs

Vowel signs modify consonants to indicate vowel sounds,
changing their pronunciation.

Syllable Formation

Combining vowels and consonants creates syllables, the building
blocks of Tamil words.

Pronunciation

Correct pronunciation is crucial; each letter has a distinct sound
that must be practiced.

EXAMPLES

→ அ  (a), ஆ  (aa), இ  (i)
→ க  (ka), கா  (kaa), கி  (ki)
→ கொ  (ko), கெ  (ke), கு  (ku)

MEMORY TIPS

★ Associate each vowel with a familiar
object or sound.
★ Use songs or rhymes to remember the
order of letters.
★ Visualize letters in shapes or colors to
enhance recall.

COMMON MISTAKES

✗ Confusing similar-looking letters like க
(ka) and கா  (kaa).
✗ Mispronouncing vowels due to lack of
practice.
✗ Forgetting to add vowel signs when
writing consonants.

QUICK RECAP

The Tamil alphabet includes 12 vowels and 18 consonants. Understanding their combinations is key to forming words. Practice
pronunciation and writing to master the basics.
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