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Beginner lessons for Grammar
Master Swahili Grammar Basics with Ease!

DEFINITION

Swahili grammar provides the rules for sentence structure, word formation, and verb conjugation. Understanding these
basics is essential for effective communication in Swahili.

KEY CONCEPTS

Nouns and Classes

Swahili nouns are categorized into classes that affect verb
agreement and adjectives.

Verbs and Tenses

Verbs in Swahili change form based on tense, indicating when an
action occurs.

Subject-Verb Agreement

The subject and verb must agree in person and number, which
is crucial for clarity.

Adjectives Placement

Adjectives typically come after the noun they describe, which
differs from English.

Questions Formation

Questions in Swahili often start with a question word or use a
specific intonation.

EXAMPLES

→ Mwalimu anafundisha. (The teacher is
teaching.)
→ Kitabu kizuri. (A good book.)
→ Unafanya nini? (What are you doing?)

MEMORY TIPS

★ Remember noun classes by associating
them with specific themes or categories.
★ Use the acronym 'SVA' for Subject-Verb
Agreement to reinforce the concept.
★ Visualize adjectives as 'decorators' that
follow the noun they describe.

COMMON MISTAKES

✗ Mixing up noun classes leading to
incorrect verb forms.
✗ Forgetting to adjust adjectives based
on noun class.
✗ Incorrectly forming questions without
proper intonation.

QUICK RECAP

Understanding Swahili grammar is foundational for effective communication. Focus on noun classes, verb tenses, and subject-
verb agreement to build strong sentences.
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