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Beginner lessons for Alphabet
Master the Swahili Alphabet for Effective Communication!

DEFINITION

The Swahili alphabet consists of 24 letters used to form words and sentences. Understanding these letters is essential for
reading and writing in Swahili.

KEY CONCEPTS

Vowels

Swahili has five vowels: A, E, I, O, U. Each vowel has a consistent
sound.

Consonants

There are 19 consonants in the Swahili alphabet, many of which
are similar to English.

Pronunciation

Swahili pronunciation is mostly phonetic, meaning words are
pronounced as they are written.

Diacritics

Swahili uses diacritics like the tilde (~) to indicate nasal sounds in
some words.

Alphabet Order

The Swahili alphabet is arranged similarly to the English
alphabet but lacks certain letters.

EXAMPLES

→ A is for 'amba' (which)
→ B is for 'baba' (father)
→ C is for 'chungwa' (orange)

MEMORY TIPS

★ Associate each letter with a familiar
word in your language.
★ Create a song using the alphabet to
make it catchy.
★ Visualize letters by drawing them in the
air as you say them.

COMMON MISTAKES

✗ Confusing similar sounding consonants
like 'b' and 'p'.
✗ Mispronouncing vowels due to English
influence.
✗ Forgetting to use diacritics in nasal
sounds.

QUICK RECAP

The Swahili alphabet consists of 24 letters, including 5 vowels and 19 consonants. Focus on pronunciation and the consistent
sounds of each letter to improve your reading and writing skills.
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