
ONE PAGE SUMMARY

Language Learning › Sign Language (ASL) › Professional Signs

Beginner lessons for Professional Signs
Mastering Professional Signs in ASL for Beginners

DEFINITION

Professional signs in ASL are specific signs used in various careers. Learning these signs helps improve communication in
professional settings.

KEY CONCEPTS

Job Titles

Signs for different professions like doctor, teacher, or engineer
help identify roles.

Workplace Vocabulary

Includes signs for common workplace terms such as meeting,
project, and deadline.

Industry-Specific Signs

Certain fields have unique signs, like medical or legal terms,
essential for clear communication.

Etiquette in ASL

Understanding cultural norms and appropriate signing behavior is
crucial in professional settings.

Finger Spelling

Using the fingerspelling alphabet to spell out names or terms
not commonly signed.

EXAMPLES

→ Sign for 'doctor' by using the 'D'
handshape on the wrist.
→ Use 'meeting' by forming a 'M' and
moving it in a circular motion.
→ Show 'project' by placing both hands in
a 'P' shape and moving them forward.

MEMORY TIPS

★ Associate job signs with visual images
of the profession.
★ Create a story using signs to remember
workplace vocabulary.
★ Practice with a partner to reinforce
signs through repetition.

COMMON MISTAKES

✗ Confusing similar signs like 'teacher'
and 'student'.
✗ Neglecting facial expressions which
are vital in ASL.
✗ Using incorrect hand shapes when
signing specific terms.

QUICK RECAP

Professional signs in ASL enhance communication in various careers. Focus on job titles, workplace vocabulary, and industry-
specific signs for effective interaction. Remember to practice and pay attention to ASL etiquette.
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