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Beginner lessons for Grammar

Master ASL Grammar Basics for Effective Communication!

DEFINITION

ASL grammar is the set of rules that govern how signs are structured and used. Understanding these rules helps you

communicate clearly in American Sign Language.

KEY CONCEPTS

Word Order Non-Manual Signals

ASL typically follows a Subject-Verb-Object structure, but can Facial expressions and body movements enhance meaning and
vary for emphasis. convey grammatical information.

Time Indicators Pronouns

Time signs are placed at the beginning of a sentence to clarify Pronouns in ASL are often represented by pointing to the person or
when an action occurs. object being discussed.

Negation

Negation is expressed through specific signs or by shaking the

head while signing.

EXAMPLES MEMORY TIPS COMMON MISTAKES
- | (point) love (sign) pizza. * Remember the SVO structure by X Using incorrect word order, like placing
- Yesterday (sign), | (point) went (sign) visualizing a simple sentence diagram. the object before the subject.
to the store. * Use facial expressions as a 'grammar X Neglecting to use facial expressions,
- She (point) doesn't (sign) like (sign) tool' to remember non-manual signals. leading to misunderstandings.
broccoli. * Associate time indicators with a clock X Forgetting to establish time context
to visualize when actions happen. before stating actions.

QUICK RECAP

ASL grammar includes essential rules like word order and non-manual signals. Mastering these concepts enhances clarity and

effectiveness in communication. Practice using examples to reinforce your understanding.
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