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Beginner lessons for Alphabet
Master the Sanskrit Alphabet for Effective Language Learning

DEFINITION

The Sanskrit alphabet consists of 49 characters, including vowels and consonants. Learning these characters is essential
for reading and writing in Sanskrit.

KEY CONCEPTS

Vowels

Sanskrit has 14 vowels that are pronounced independently and
can form syllables.

Consonants

There are 33 consonants in Sanskrit, each with unique sounds and
combinations.

Diacritics

Diacritics modify the sounds of vowels and consonants,
impacting pronunciation.

Syllables

Sanskrit syllables can be formed by combining vowels and
consonants in specific ways.

Writing Direction

Sanskrit is written from left to right, similar to many other
languages.

EXAMPLES

→ अ  (a), इ  (i), उ  (u)
→ क  (ka), ख  (kha), ग  (ga)
→ स  (sa), श  (sha), ष  (sha)

MEMORY TIPS

★ Group vowels and consonants to learn
them together.
★ Use flashcards with characters on one
side and sounds on the other.
★ Create a song or rhyme to remember
the order of characters.

COMMON MISTAKES

✗ Confusing similar-looking characters
like क  (ka) and ख  (kha).
✗ Mispronouncing vowels by not
elongating or shortening them correctly.
✗ Neglecting diacritics which change the
meaning of words.

QUICK RECAP

The Sanskrit alphabet is foundational for reading and writing in the language. Focus on mastering vowels, consonants, and their
combinations for effective communication.
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