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Beginner lessons for Sounds

Mastering Sounds: Your First Step in Pronunciation!

DEFINITION

Sounds are the basic building blocks of speech. Learning to pronounce them correctly is essential for effective
communication.

KEY CONCEPTS

Vowel Sounds Consonant Sounds

Vowel sounds are produced without any significant constriction Consonant sounds involve some form of blockage or constriction in
in the vocal tract. They include sounds like 'a', 'e', 'i', 'o', and 'u'. the airflow. Examples include 'b', 't', and 's'.

Diphthongs Minimal Pairs

Diphthongs are complex vowel sounds that begin with one Minimal pairs are pairs of words that differ by only one sound,
vowel sound and glide into another within the same syllable. helping to highlight pronunciation differences.

Intonation

Intonation refers to the rise and fall of the voice while speaking,

which can change the meaning of a sentence.

EXAMPLES MEMORY TIPS COMMON MISTAKES

- bat vs. pat * Associate sounds with familiar words to X Confusing similar sounds like 'b' and

- ship vs. sheep create mental links. 'p".

- cat vs. cut * Use rhymes to remember similar X Neglecting to practice vowel length
sounds. differences.
* Visualize mouth movements for each X Overlooking the importance of
sound to enhance recall. intonation in sentences.

QUICK RECAP

Understanding sounds is crucial for clear pronunciation. Focus on distinguishing between vowel and consonant sounds, and

practice with minimal pairs to improve. Remember to pay attention to intonation as it can alter meaning.
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