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Beginner lessons for Grammar
Master the Basics of Malay Grammar with Ease!

DEFINITION

Malay grammar is the set of rules that govern how words are used in sentences. Understanding these rules helps you
communicate clearly in Malay.

KEY CONCEPTS

Nouns

Nouns are words that name people, places, or things. In Malay,
nouns do not change form based on number.

Verbs

Verbs describe actions or states. Malay verbs are often used in
their base form without conjugation.

Adjectives

Adjectives describe nouns and usually come after the noun they
modify in Malay.

Pronouns

Pronouns replace nouns in sentences. Common pronouns include
'saya' (I) and 'anda' (you).

Sentence Structure

The typical sentence structure in Malay is Subject-Verb-Object
(SVO), similar to English.

EXAMPLES

→ Saya suka makan (I like to eat)
→ Dia pergi ke sekolah (He/She goes to
school)
→ Buku itu merah (That book is red)

MEMORY TIPS

★ Remember 'SVO' for sentence
structure: Subject, Verb, Object.
★ Associate nouns with images of people,
places, or things to strengthen memory.
★ Use simple sentences to practice verb
placement and structure.

COMMON MISTAKES

✗ Confusing verb forms; remember verbs
do not conjugate.
✗ Placing adjectives before nouns
instead of after.
✗ Omitting pronouns, leading to unclear
sentences.

QUICK RECAP

Malay grammar is straightforward, focusing on nouns, verbs, and simple sentence structure. Practice using basic sentences to
reinforce your understanding of these concepts.
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