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Beginner lessons for Alphabet
Master the Malay Alphabet with Ease!

DEFINITION

The Malay alphabet consists of 26 letters used to write the Malay language. Understanding these letters is essential for
reading and writing in Malay.

KEY CONCEPTS

Vowels

Malay has six vowels: A, E, I, O, U, and the special vowel 'É'.
Consonants

There are 20 consonants in the Malay alphabet, each representing
distinct sounds.

Pronunciation

Each letter has a specific pronunciation that is generally
consistent across words.

Diacritics

Some letters may have diacritics that alter their pronunciation,
such as 'é' or 'ê'.

Letter Combinations

Certain letters combine to create unique sounds, important for
proper pronunciation.

EXAMPLES

→ A is for Ayam (chicken)
→ B is for Buku (book)
→ C is for Cinta (love)

MEMORY TIPS

★ Associate each letter with a familiar
word in Malay.
★ Use flashcards to visualize letters and
their sounds.
★ Group similar sounding letters together
for easier recall.

COMMON MISTAKES

✗ Confusing similar sounding letters like
B and P.
✗ Mispronouncing vowels due to their
different sounds in Malay.
✗ Forgetting diacritics that change
pronunciation.

QUICK RECAP

The Malay alphabet consists of 26 letters, including vowels and consonants. Understanding their pronunciation and usage is
crucial for effective communication in Malay.
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