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Beginner lessons for Pronunciation
Mastering Latin Pronunciation for Beginners

DEFINITION

Latin pronunciation involves the correct sounds of letters and syllables in the language. Understanding these basics helps
in reading and speaking Latin accurately.

KEY CONCEPTS

Vowel Sounds

Latin has five vowels: A, E, I, O, U, each with distinct sounds. For
example, 'A' is pronounced as 'ah'.

Consonant Clarity

Consonants in Latin are generally pronounced as in English but
with some variations. For instance, 'C' is always hard, like in 'cat'.

Syllable Stress

In Latin, the stress usually falls on the penultimate (second to
last) syllable. This affects how words are pronounced.

Diphthongs

Diphthongs are combinations of vowel sounds that create a single
syllable. For example, 'ae' is pronounced like 'eye'.

Pronunciation Rules

Latin has specific rules for pronunciation, such as how to handle
double consonants and syllable breaks.

EXAMPLES

→ Amo (I love) - pronounced 'ah-mo'
→ Civitas (citizen) - pronounced 'kee-
wee-tas'
→ Pax (peace) - pronounced 'pahks'

MEMORY TIPS

★ Remember 'A' as 'ah' to recall its sound
easily.
★ Think of 'C' as always being hard, like
'cat', to avoid confusion.
★ Use the phrase 'penultimate stress' to
remember where to place emphasis in
words.

COMMON MISTAKES

✗ Mispronouncing vowels by using
English sounds.
✗ Confusing hard and soft consonants.
✗ Neglecting syllable stress, leading to
incorrect pronunciation.

QUICK RECAP

Latin pronunciation focuses on clear vowel and consonant sounds with specific stress patterns. Familiarizing yourself with these
rules will enhance your reading and speaking skills.
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