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Beginner lessons for Katakana
Master Katakana: Your Key to Japanese Loanwords!

DEFINITION

Katakana is one of the Japanese writing systems used primarily for foreign words and names. It consists of 46 basic
characters that represent syllables.

KEY CONCEPTS

Basic Characters

Katakana has 46 basic characters that correspond to sounds in
the Japanese language.

Loanwords

Katakana is mainly used to write foreign words, making it essential
for understanding modern Japanese.

Pronunciation

Each Katakana character has a specific pronunciation, similar to
Hiragana but used for different contexts.

Stroke Order

Learning the correct stroke order helps with writing and
memorizing the characters effectively.

Usage in Context

Katakana is also used for onomatopoeia, scientific terms, and
emphasis in writing.

EXAMPLES

→ コンピュータ  (konpyu-ta, computer)
→ テレビ  (terebi, television)
→ アイスクリーム  (aisukuri-mu, ice cream)

MEMORY TIPS

★ Associate each character with an
English word that sounds similar.
★ Use flashcards with the Katakana
character on one side and the
pronunciation on the other.
★ Practice writing characters while saying
their sounds aloud to reinforce memory.

COMMON MISTAKES

✗ Confusing Katakana with Hiragana
characters.
✗ Incorrectly pronouncing the
characters, especially long vowels.
✗ Neglecting to learn the stroke order,
which can lead to messy writing.

QUICK RECAP

Katakana is essential for writing foreign words in Japanese. Focus on mastering the basic characters, their pronunciation, and
correct stroke order for effective learning.
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