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Beginner lessons for Kanji
Unlock Japanese with Beginner Kanji Lessons!

DEFINITION

Kanji are characters borrowed from Chinese used in Japanese writing. Learning them helps you read and write effectively in
Japanese.

KEY CONCEPTS

Radicals

Radicals are the building blocks of kanji, often giving clues about
meaning.

Stroke Order

Each kanji has a specific stroke order that helps with writing and
memorization.

On'yomi and Kun'yomi

On'yomi are Chinese readings, while Kun'yomi are native
Japanese readings of kanji.

Kanji Groups

Kanji are often grouped by themes or frequency to make learning
easier.

Contextual Learning

Learning kanji in context, like in sentences, helps reinforce their
meanings.

EXAMPLES

→ 日  (sun, day) - pronounced 'hi' or 'nichi'
→ 月  (moon, month) - pronounced 'tsuki'
or 'getsu'
→ 山  (mountain) - pronounced 'yama'

MEMORY TIPS

★ Visualize the kanji as a picture that
represents its meaning.
★ Create a story linking the kanji's shape
to its meaning.
★ Use flashcards with images and
example sentences for active recall.

COMMON MISTAKES

✗ Mixing up on'yomi and kun'yomi
readings.
✗ Incorrect stroke order leading to poorly
written kanji.
✗ Overlooking radicals when trying to
understand kanji meanings.

QUICK RECAP

Beginner kanji lessons focus on understanding the basics of kanji characters. Key concepts include radicals, stroke order, and
readings. Practice consistently to build a strong foundation.
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