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Beginner lessons for Kanji

Unlock the Basics of Kanji for Japanese Mastery!

DEFINITION

Kanji are characters borrowed from Chinese, used in Japanese writing. They represent meanings and sounds, making them
essential for reading and writing.

KEY CONCEPTS

Radicals On'yomi and Kun'yomi

Radicals are the building blocks of kanji, often indicating the On'yomi are the Chinese readings of kanji, while Kun'yomi are the
meaning or category. native Japanese readings.

Stroke Order Kanji Compounds

Stroke order refers to the correct sequence of writing kanji, Many kanji combine to form compounds, creating new meanings
which aids in memorization and legibility. and enhancing vocabulary.

Contextual Usage

Understanding kanji in context helps reinforce their meanings

and proper usage in sentences.

EXAMPLES MEMORY TIPS COMMON MISTAKES

- [] (sun, day) + [ (origin) =[1] * Visualize the kanji's shape as a picture X Confusing on'yomi and kun'yomi

(Japan) related to its meaning. readings.

= [ (mountain) + [ (river) =[] * Create stories linking the radicals to X Incorrect stroke order leading to

(mountain river) their meanings for easier recall. illegible writing.

=[] (school) =0 (study) +[ (school) * Use flashcards with images and X Overlooking radicals, which can
example sentences to reinforce learning. change the meaning of kanji.

QUICK RECAP

Kanji are essential for reading and writing in Japanese, consisting of radicals and various readings. Focus on stroke order and

contextual usage to master kanji effectively.
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