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Beginner lessons for Hiragana
Master Hiragana: Your Key to Japanese Literacy!

DEFINITION

Hiragana is one of the three writing systems in Japanese, used for native words and grammatical functions. Learning
Hiragana is essential for reading and writing in Japanese.

KEY CONCEPTS

Syllabary

Hiragana consists of 46 basic characters, each representing a
syllable.

Stroke Order

Each Hiragana character has a specific stroke order that aids in
writing and memorization.

Pronunciation

Hiragana characters represent sounds that are pronounced
consistently, making them easier to learn.

Vowel Sounds

Hiragana includes five vowel sounds (a, i, u, e, o) that form the
basis of pronunciation.

Combination Sounds

Some Hiragana characters can combine to create new sounds,
like 'ky' or 'sh'.

EXAMPLES

→ あ  (a), い  (i), う  (u)
→ か  (ka), き  (ki), く  (ku)
→ さ  (sa), し  (shi), す  (su)

MEMORY TIPS

★ Associate characters with images; for
example, あ  looks like an 'A' with a tail.
★ Group similar sounds together to learn
them as a set.
★ Use flashcards to practice recognition
and recall regularly.

COMMON MISTAKES

✗ Mixing up similar-looking characters
like し  (shi) and つ  (tsu).
✗ Incorrect stroke order leading to poor
handwriting.
✗ Confusing vowel sounds, especially in
combination characters.

QUICK RECAP

Hiragana is essential for reading and writing in Japanese, consisting of 46 basic characters. Focus on stroke order and
pronunciation to master each character effectively.
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