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Beginner lessons for Pronunciation
Master Irish Pronunciation with Beginner Lessons!

DEFINITION

Irish pronunciation involves unique sounds and stress patterns that differ from English. Understanding these basics is
essential for effective communication in Irish.

KEY CONCEPTS

Vowel Sounds

Irish has distinct vowel sounds that can change meaning, such
as broad and slender vowels.

Consonant Pronunciation

Certain consonants in Irish are pronounced differently, like 'bh'
sounding like 'v' and 'dh' sounding like 'y'.

Stress Patterns

Irish words often have stress on the first syllable, which can
affect how words are pronounced.

Diphthongs

Diphthongs are combinations of vowel sounds that create unique
pronunciations, important in many Irish words.

Lenition

Lenition is a grammatical feature that softens consonants,
changing their pronunciation and meaning.

EXAMPLES

→ An Ghaeilge (the Irish language) is
pronounced as 'on gwail-geh'.
→ Bóthar (road) is pronounced as 'bo-
har'.
→ Céad míle fáilte (a hundred thousand
welcomes) is pronounced as 'kayd mee-
leh fawl-teh'.

MEMORY TIPS

★ Associate vowel sounds with familiar
English words to remember their Irish
equivalents.
★ Use rhymes to remember consonant
changes, like 'bh' to 'v' in 'bóthar'.
★ Practice saying phrases in a sing-song
rhythm to internalize stress patterns.

COMMON MISTAKES

✗ Mispronouncing broad and slender
vowels, leading to confusion.
✗ Ignoring stress patterns, resulting in
unclear communication.
✗ Confusing lenited consonants with
their regular forms.

QUICK RECAP

Understanding Irish pronunciation is crucial for clear communication. Focus on vowel sounds, consonant changes, and stress
patterns to improve your speaking skills.
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