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Beginner lessons for Grammar
Master Basic Indonesian Grammar for Effective Communication

DEFINITION

Indonesian grammar involves the rules that govern sentence structure and word usage. Understanding these basics helps
you communicate clearly and correctly.

KEY CONCEPTS

Sentence Structure

Indonesian sentences typically follow a Subject-Verb-Object
order, making them straightforward.

Nouns and Pronouns

Nouns do not change for number or gender, and pronouns are used
to replace nouns.

Verbs

Verbs in Indonesian do not conjugate based on the subject,
simplifying tense usage.

Adjectives

Adjectives come after the noun they describe, unlike in English
where they precede it.

Negation

To negate a sentence, use 'tidak' before the verb or 'bukan' for
nouns.

EXAMPLES

→ Saya makan nasi. (I eat rice.)
→ Dia bukan guru. (He is not a teacher.)
→ Buku itu merah. (That book is red.)

MEMORY TIPS

★ Remember SVO: Subject-Verb-Object
for sentence structure.
★ Use 'tidak' for verbs and 'bukan' for
nouns to negate.
★ Adjectives follow nouns like a tail
follows a dog.

COMMON MISTAKES

✗ Confusing 'tidak' and 'bukan' in
negation.
✗ Placing adjectives before nouns
instead of after.
✗ Overcomplicating verb forms when
conjugating.

QUICK RECAP

Indonesian grammar is simple with a clear structure. Focus on SVO order, proper negation, and adjective placement to
communicate effectively.
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