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Beginner lessons for Pronunciation
Master French Pronunciation with Beginner-Friendly Techniques

DEFINITION

French pronunciation involves producing sounds accurately to be understood. It focuses on vowels, consonants, and
intonation patterns unique to the language.

KEY CONCEPTS

Vowel Sounds

French has nasal and pure vowel sounds that differ from English,
requiring practice.

Consonant Clusters

Certain consonants combine in French, affecting how words are
pronounced together.

Liaison

Liaison is the linking of sounds between words, crucial for fluent
speech.

Accent Marks

Accent marks indicate pronunciation changes, such as the acute
accent (é) altering the sound.

Intonation Patterns

French uses specific intonation patterns that differ from English,
impacting meaning and clarity.

EXAMPLES

→ Bonjour (Hello) - pronounced 'bohn-
zhoor'
→ Merci (Thank you) - pronounced 'mehr-
see'
→ Comment ça va? (How are you?) -
pronounced 'koh-mahn sah vah?'

MEMORY TIPS

★ Associate vowel sounds with familiar
English words for easier recall.
★ Use rhymes or songs to remember
tricky consonant clusters.
★ Practice phrases with liaison to develop
a natural flow in speech.

COMMON MISTAKES

✗ Mispronouncing nasal vowels, like 'on'
and 'an'.
✗ Ignoring accent marks, leading to
incorrect sounds.
✗ Failing to link words in liaison, creating
choppy speech.

QUICK RECAP

French pronunciation is essential for clear communication. Focus on vowel sounds, consonant clusters, and the importance of
liaison to improve your speaking skills.
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