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Beginner lessons for Pronunciation
Master Finnish Pronunciation with Beginner-Friendly Techniques!

DEFINITION

Finnish pronunciation involves unique sounds and rules that differ from many languages. Understanding these basics helps
you speak clearly and be understood.

KEY CONCEPTS

Vowel Harmony

Vowels in Finnish are categorized into front and back vowels,
affecting word formation.

Consonant Gradation

Certain consonants change their form depending on the
grammatical context, impacting pronunciation.

Length of Sounds

Finnish distinguishes between short and long sounds, which can
change the meaning of words.

Stress Patterns

The first syllable of a word is typically stressed, which influences
the rhythm of speech.

Diphthongs

Finnish features unique vowel combinations that create distinct
sounds, important for accurate pronunciation.

EXAMPLES

→ kissa (cat) vs. kiisa (a different word)
→ pala (piece) vs. paala (to burn)
→ mato (worm) vs. maato (to lie)

MEMORY TIPS

★ Remember 'vowel harmony' by thinking
of front vowels as 'smiling' and back
vowels as 'frowning'.
★ Use the phrase 'long sounds last
longer' to recall the importance of sound
length.
★ Associate stress on the first syllable
with 'first is best' to remember Finnish
stress patterns.

COMMON MISTAKES

✗ Confusing short and long vowels,
which can change word meanings.
✗ Mispronouncing consonant gradation,
leading to incorrect forms of words.
✗ Ignoring vowel harmony rules,
resulting in unnatural-sounding words.

QUICK RECAP

Finnish pronunciation relies on vowel harmony, consonant gradation, and sound length. Pay attention to stress patterns and
practice diphthongs for clarity. Mastering these elements will enhance your speaking skills.
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