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Beginner lessons for Debate Basics
Master the Art of Debate with Essential Basics!

DEFINITION

Debate is a structured discussion where participants argue opposing viewpoints. It helps develop critical thinking and
communication skills.

KEY CONCEPTS

Argument Structure

An argument consists of a claim, evidence, and reasoning to
support it.

Rebuttal

A rebuttal is a counter-argument that challenges the opposing
viewpoint.

Persuasive Techniques

Techniques like ethos, pathos, and logos help persuade the
audience effectively.

Active Listening

Listening carefully to opponents is crucial for understanding and
responding effectively.

Time Management

Effective debaters manage their speaking time to present
arguments clearly and concisely.

EXAMPLES

→ Claim: School uniforms improve
student focus.
→ Rebuttal: Uniforms limit personal
expression and creativity.
→ Using statistics to support an
argument about climate change.

MEMORY TIPS

★ Remember 'C-E-R' for Claim, Evidence,
Reasoning.
★ Use 'RAP' for Rebuttal, Argument,
Persuasion.
★ Visualize a debate stage to recall key
elements.

COMMON MISTAKES

✗ Failing to listen to the opponent's
arguments.
✗ Using emotional appeals without
factual support.
✗ Going over time and not finishing
points.

QUICK RECAP

Debate basics involve understanding argument structure, rebuttals, and persuasive techniques. Practice active listening and
manage your time effectively for successful debates.
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