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Language Learning › Chinese (Mandarin) › HSK 1

Beginner lessons for HSK 1
Master the Basics of HSK 1 Mandarin Chinese!

DEFINITION

HSK 1 is the first level of the Chinese proficiency test, focusing on basic vocabulary and grammar. It helps beginners
communicate simple ideas in Mandarin.

KEY CONCEPTS

Basic Vocabulary

Learn essential words and phrases for everyday situations, like
greetings and numbers.

Simple Sentences

Practice constructing basic sentences using subject-verb-object
structure to express ideas.

Tones in Mandarin

Understand the four tones in Mandarin, which change the
meaning of words.

Common Characters

Familiarize yourself with frequently used Chinese characters to
enhance reading skills.

Question Formation

Learn how to ask simple questions using basic interrogative
words.

EXAMPLES

→ 你好  (Nǐ hǎo) - Hello
→ 我爱你  (Wǒ ài nǐ) - I love you
→ 你好吗 ? (Nǐ hǎo ma?) - How are you?

MEMORY TIPS

★ Associate tones with musical notes to
remember their differences.
★ Use flashcards with images to connect
words with meanings visually.
★ Group vocabulary by themes, like food
or family, to make learning easier.

COMMON MISTAKES

✗ Confusing similar-sounding words due
to tone differences.
✗ Forgetting to include measure words
when counting nouns.
✗ Mixing up subject and verb order in
sentences.

QUICK RECAP

HSK 1 introduces basic vocabulary, sentence structure, and tones in Mandarin. Focus on practicing simple conversations and
understanding common characters to prepare for the exam.
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