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Beginner lessons for Grammar

Master Basic Mandarin Grammar for Effective Communication

DEFINITION

Mandarin grammar is the set of rules that govern sentence structure and word usage. Understanding these basics helps

you form correct sentences and express ideas clearly.

KEY CONCEPTS

Word Order Measure Words

Mandarin typically follows a Subject-Verb-Object (SVO) In Mandarin, measure words are used with nouns to indicate
structure, similar to English. quantity and type.

Tones Negation

Mandarin has four tones, and the tone used can change the To negate a verb, use ] ' (bu) for present and future or ] ' (méi)
meaning of a word. for past.

Questions

Yes/no questions can be formed by adding [J ' (ma) at the end

of a statement.

EXAMPLES MEMORY TIPS COMMON MISTAKES
- [0 (Wo aini)-Ilove you. * Remember SVO structure by thinking of X Mixing up word order, especially in
- [0 (Ta shi l30shi) - He is a it as 'Subject Visits Object'. questions.
teacher. * Associate measure words with their X Forgetting to use measure words when
- [0 ? (Ni hdo ma?) - How are you? nouns, like ' ' (gé) for general items. counting nouns.
* Use hand signals to remember the four X Mispronouncing tones, leading to
tones: flat, rising, falling-rising, falling. confusion in meaning.

QUICK RECAP

Understanding basic Mandarin grammar is essential for effective communication. Focus on word order, measure words, and

tones to build a strong foundation.
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