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What is Crossword Basics

Unlock the Fun of Crossword Puzzles!

DEFINITION

Crossword puzzles are word games where you fill in a grid based on clues. Each answer intersects with others, creating a

fun challenge.
KEY CONCEPTS

Grid Layout

Crosswords consist of a square or rectangular grid filled with

black and white squares.

Across and Down

Answers can be filled in horizontally (across) or vertically

(down), indicated by numbers.

Theme

Clues

synonym, or wordplay.

Intersections

known letters.

Some crosswords have a theme, where answers relate to a

specific topic or idea.

EXAMPLES

- 1 Across: 'A large body of water' (5
letters) - Answer: OCEAN

- 3 Down: 'Opposite of night' (3 letters) -
Answer: DAY

- 5 Across: 'A fruit that is red or green'
(5 letters) - Answer: APPLE

QUICK RECAP

MEMORY TIPS

* Remember 'ACROSS' starts with A, so
look for clues that fit horizontally.

* Think of 'DOWN' as going deeper, like
digging for answers.

* Use the first letter of each word in a

clue to form a memorable acronym.

Each word is accompanied by a clue, which can be a definition,

Words intersect at shared letters, helping you solve clues by using

COMMON MISTAKES

X Filling in answers without checking
intersecting words.

X Ignoring the number of letters required
for each answer.

X Overlooking wordplay or puns in clues.

Crossword puzzles are engaging word games that challenge your vocabulary and problem-solving skills. Focus on clues,

intersections, and the grid layout to successfully complete them.
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