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What is Debate Basics
Master the Art of Debate for Confident Communication!

DEFINITION

Debate is a structured argument where two sides discuss opposing viewpoints. It helps develop critical thinking and public
speaking skills.

KEY CONCEPTS

Affirmative Side

This side supports the debate topic and presents arguments in
favor of it.

Negative Side

This side opposes the debate topic and provides counterarguments
against the affirmative.

Constructive Speech

The initial speech where each side presents their main
arguments and evidence.

Rebuttal

A response to the opposing side's arguments, aiming to weaken
their position.

Cross-Examination

A questioning period where debaters challenge each other's
arguments for clarity and strength.

EXAMPLES

→ Debating whether school uniforms
should be mandatory.
→ Arguing for and against the use of
technology in classrooms.
→ Discussing the impact of social media
on youth.

MEMORY TIPS

★ Remember 'A' for Affirmative and 'N'
for Negative to distinguish sides.
★ Use the acronym CRAC: Constructive,
Rebuttal, Affirmative, Cross-examination.
★ Think of debate as a tennis match,
where each side serves and volleys
arguments.

COMMON MISTAKES

✗ Failing to listen to the opposing
arguments carefully.
✗ Not providing enough evidence to
support claims.
✗ Getting too emotional instead of
staying logical and factual.

QUICK RECAP

Debate is a formal discussion where two sides argue different viewpoints. Understanding the roles of affirmative and negative
sides, along with key concepts like constructive speeches and rebuttals, is essential for effective participation.
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