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What is Word Families
Unlock Reading with Word Families!

DEFINITION

Word families are groups of words that share a common base or pattern. They help kids recognize and read new words
more easily.

KEY CONCEPTS

Base Words

The main part of a word that carries its meaning, like 'cat' in
'cats'.

Rhyming Patterns

Words in a family often rhyme, like 'bat', 'hat', and 'mat'.

Prefixes and Suffixes

Adding letters at the beginning or end of base words to create
new meanings.

Reading Fluency

Recognizing word families helps improve reading speed and
understanding.

Spelling Patterns

Word families often follow similar spelling rules, making them
easier to spell.

EXAMPLES

→ cat, bat, hat
→ run, fun, sun
→ play, stay, say

MEMORY TIPS

★ Think of a family reunion where
everyone shares the same last name.
★ Use songs or rhymes to remember
groups of words.
★ Create a visual map connecting related
words.

COMMON MISTAKES

✗ Confusing similar sounding words
within a family.
✗ Neglecting to recognize the base word
when adding prefixes or suffixes.
✗ Forgetting to apply spelling patterns
consistently.

QUICK RECAP

Word families group words with similar sounds and meanings. They help with reading and spelling by recognizing patterns.
Remembering these groups makes learning new words easier!
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