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What is Beginning Sounds
Discover the magic of beginning sounds in words!

DEFINITION

Beginning sounds are the first sounds you hear in a word. They help us identify and categorize words based on their
starting sounds.

KEY CONCEPTS

Phoneme

A phoneme is the smallest unit of sound in a language.
Initial Sound

The initial sound is the first sound you hear when you say a word.

Sound Recognition

Recognizing beginning sounds helps with reading and spelling
skills.

Sound Matching

Sound matching involves finding words that start with the same
beginning sound.

Letter Association

Each beginning sound is often associated with a specific letter of
the alphabet.

EXAMPLES

→ Cat starts with /k/ sound.
→ Dog starts with /d/ sound.
→ Fish starts with /f/ sound.

MEMORY TIPS

★ Think of the first letter as the first
sound.
★ Use alliteration: 'Silly snakes slide.'
★ Create a sound chart with pictures for
each letter.

COMMON MISTAKES

✗ Confusing similar sounds, like /b/ and
/p/.
✗ Ignoring silent letters in words.
✗ Focusing only on letters, not sounds.

QUICK RECAP

Beginning sounds are crucial for identifying and categorizing words. They help improve reading and spelling skills by focusing on
the first sounds we hear in words.

What is Beginning Sounds — One Page Summary Generated 08 Nov 2026


