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What is Ordinal Numbers

Ordinal numbers tell us the position of things!

DEFINITION

Ordinal numbers are numbers that show the order of things, like first, second, or third. They help us understand rankings
and sequences.

KEY CONCEPTS

Definition of Ordinal Numbers Common Ordinal Numbers

Ordinal numbers indicate the position of an item in a list or Examples include first, second, third, fourth, and so on.
sequence.

Use in Everyday Life Difference from Cardinal Numbers

We use ordinal numbers when giving directions, ranking items, Cardinal numbers represent quantity, while ordinal numbers
or organizing events. represent position.

Ordinal Number Symbols

Ordinal numbers often use suffixes like 'st', 'nd', 'rd', and 'th’
(e.g., 1st, 2nd, 3rd).

EXAMPLES MEMORY TIPS COMMON MISTAKES

- 1st place in a race * Remember '1st' sounds like 'first' to X Confusing ordinal numbers with

- 2nd chapter of a book link the number with its position. cardinal numbers, like using 'three’

- 3rd day of the week * Think of a race where the winner is instead of 'third".
always '1lst', the runner-up is '2nd'. X Forgetting to use the correct suffix
* Use a number line to visualize (e.g., writing "2th" instead of '2nd").
positions, marking each ordinal number. X Not recognizing that ordinal numbers

can go beyond ten (11th, 12th, etc.).

QUICK RECAP

Ordinal numbers are essential for understanding order and ranking. They differ from cardinal numbers, which indicate quantity.

Remember to use the correct suffixes for each ordinal number!
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