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What is Melody
Melody: The Heartbeat of Music!

DEFINITION

Melody is a sequence of musical notes that are perceived as a single entity. It is the part of a song that you hum or sing
along to.

KEY CONCEPTS

Pitch

Pitch refers to how high or low a note sounds in a melody.
Rhythm

Rhythm is the pattern of sounds and silences in music, giving
melody its flow.

Harmony

Harmony occurs when different notes are played together to
support the melody.

Phrase

A phrase is a musical sentence within a melody, often made up of
several notes.

Repetition

Repetition in melody helps make it memorable and catchy.

EXAMPLES

→ The melody of 'Twinkle, Twinkle, Little
Star' is easy to sing.
→ Beethoven's 'Ode to Joy' features a
memorable melody.
→ The chorus of popular songs often
highlights the melody.

MEMORY TIPS

★ Think of melodies like stories with a
beginning, middle, and end.
★ Use the acronym 'PRHR' to remember
Pitch, Rhythm, Harmony, and Repetition.
★ Associate melodies with familiar tunes
to recall their structure.

COMMON MISTAKES

✗ Confusing melody with harmony,
thinking they are the same.
✗ Ignoring the importance of rhythm
when creating a melody.
✗ Not recognizing that melodies can be
simple or complex.

QUICK RECAP

Melody is a series of notes that create a musical idea. It combines pitch, rhythm, and harmony to form memorable phrases.
Understanding melody is essential for appreciating and creating music.
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