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What is Classification
Classification: Organizing the World Around Us!

DEFINITION

Classification is the process of grouping things based on shared characteristics. It helps us understand and organize
information more easily.

KEY CONCEPTS

Categories

Categories are groups that share common traits, like animals,
plants, or objects.

Criteria

Criteria are the specific characteristics used to classify items, such
as size, color, or function.

Hierarchical Structure

A hierarchical structure organizes categories from general to
specific, like animals, then mammals, then dogs.

Sorting

Sorting is the action of placing items into their correct categories
based on criteria.

Examples in Nature

Nature classifies living things into kingdoms, phyla, and species,
helping scientists study biodiversity.

EXAMPLES

→ Sorting fruits by color: red apples,
yellow bananas, green grapes.
→ Grouping animals: mammals, birds,
reptiles.
→ Classifying books by genre: fiction,
non-fiction, mystery.

MEMORY TIPS

★ Remember 'C' for Classification:
Categories and Criteria.
★ Use the acronym 'HSC' for Hierarchical
Structure and Classification.
★ Visualize a tree: branches represent
categories, leaves represent specific
items.

COMMON MISTAKES

✗ Confusing categories with individual
items.
✗ Using incorrect criteria for
classification.
✗ Overlooking subcategories within a
main category.

QUICK RECAP

Classification helps us organize and understand the world by grouping similar items. Remember to use clear criteria and a
hierarchical structure for effective classification.
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