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What is Life Cycles
Discover the Amazing Journey of Insect Life Cycles!

DEFINITION

A life cycle is the series of stages an insect goes through from birth to adulthood. It includes different forms like eggs,
larvae, pupae, and adults.

KEY CONCEPTS

Egg Stage

The life cycle begins with the insect laying eggs, often in a safe
environment.

Larva Stage

After hatching, the larva emerges and eats a lot to grow quickly.

Pupa Stage

The larva transforms into a pupa, where it undergoes changes to
become an adult.

Adult Stage

Finally, the adult insect emerges, ready to reproduce and continue
the cycle.

Metamorphosis

This is the process of transformation that insects undergo during
their life cycle.

EXAMPLES

→ Butterflies start as eggs, then become
caterpillars, pupate, and finally emerge
as butterflies.
→ Beetles lay eggs, which hatch into
larvae, then pupate before becoming
adult beetles.

MEMORY TIPS

★ Remember 'E-L-P-A' for Egg, Larva,
Pupa, Adult stages.
★ Think of a butterfly's journey: Egg to
Caterpillar to Chrysalis to Butterfly.

COMMON MISTAKES

✗ Confusing the stages of the life cycle.
✗ Not recognizing that some insects skip
certain stages.
✗ Forgetting that metamorphosis is a
key part of the life cycle.

QUICK RECAP

Insects go through a life cycle that includes egg, larva, pupa, and adult stages. Each stage plays a crucial role in the insect's
development and reproduction.
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