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What is Debate Basics
Unlock the Power of Persuasion with Debate Basics!

DEFINITION

Debate basics are the fundamental skills needed to argue effectively and respectfully. They help you express your opinions
and understand different viewpoints.

KEY CONCEPTS

Argument Structure

A good argument has a clear claim, evidence to support it, and a
conclusion.

Rebuttal

A rebuttal is a response to counter an opponent's argument,
showing why it may be weak.

Research Skills

Effective debaters gather facts and data to back up their
arguments and refute others.

Public Speaking

Debate involves speaking clearly and confidently in front of an
audience to persuade them.

Active Listening

Listening carefully to opponents is crucial for understanding
their arguments and responding effectively.

EXAMPLES

→ Arguing for school uniforms by citing
studies on student focus.
→ Debating the benefits of technology in
education during a class discussion.
→ Responding to a friend's argument
about homework by sharing personal
experiences.

MEMORY TIPS

★ Remember 'ACE' for Argument,
Counter, Evidence.
★ Use 'RAP' for Research, Argue, Present.
★ Think of 'LAP' for Listen, Argue,
Persuade.

COMMON MISTAKES

✗ Failing to listen to the opponent's
arguments.
✗ Using weak evidence or personal
opinions instead of facts.
✗ Getting too emotional and losing focus
on the argument.

QUICK RECAP

Debate basics teach you how to present and defend your ideas. Focus on structure, research, and listening to improve your skills.
Remember to stay calm and respectful during arguments.
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