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What is How Chess Works
Unlock the Strategy: Learn How Chess Works!

DEFINITION

Chess is a two-player strategy game played on an 8x8 board. Each player controls 16 pieces with unique movements to
checkmate the opponent's king.

KEY CONCEPTS

Chessboard Setup

The chessboard consists of 64 squares arranged in an 8x8 grid,
with each player starting on opposite sides.

Piece Movement

Each chess piece moves differently; for example, pawns move
forward but capture diagonally.

Check and Checkmate

Check occurs when a king is threatened, while checkmate
means the king cannot escape capture.

Special Moves

Special moves like castling and en passant add unique strategies
to the game.

Game Phases

The game has three phases: opening, middlegame, and
endgame, each requiring different strategies.

EXAMPLES

→ Moving a knight in an L-shape to
attack an opponent's piece.
→ Castling to protect the king and
connect the rooks.
→ Using a pawn to promote to a queen
when reaching the opponent's back rank.

MEMORY TIPS

★ Remember 'King's safety first' to
prioritize protecting your king.
★ Use 'Pawns protect' to recall how
pawns can shield more valuable pieces.
★ Think 'Rooks rule' for their power in
open files during the endgame.

COMMON MISTAKES

✗ Neglecting king safety, leading to
quick checkmates.
✗ Underestimating the value of pawns in
the endgame.
✗ Failing to develop pieces early,
resulting in poor positioning.

QUICK RECAP

Chess is a strategic game where players aim to checkmate the opponent's king. Understanding piece movement and game
phases is crucial for success. Remember to protect your king and develop your pieces effectively.
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