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What is Percentages
Unlocking the Power of Percentages in Everyday Life!

DEFINITION

Percentages are a way to express a number as a fraction of 100. They help us compare quantities easily.

KEY CONCEPTS

Basic Formula

To find a percentage, divide the part by the whole and multiply
by 100.

Percent Increase

To calculate a percent increase, subtract the original value from
the new value, divide by the original, and multiply by 100.

Percent Decrease

For percent decrease, subtract the new value from the original,
divide by the original, and multiply by 100.

Real-Life Uses

Percentages are used in discounts, interest rates, and statistics to
make comparisons.

Converting to Decimal

To convert a percentage to a decimal, divide by 100 (e.g., 25%
becomes 0.25).

EXAMPLES

→ 50% of 200 is 100.
→ If a shirt costs $40 and is 25% off, it
costs $30.
→ A student scored 80% on a test with
20 questions, answering 16 correctly.

MEMORY TIPS

★ Remember 'per cent' means 'out of
100'.
★ Think of a pizza: each slice represents
a percentage of the whole pizza.
★ Use the formula: Part =
(Percentage/100) × Whole to find missing
values.

COMMON MISTAKES

✗ Confusing percentage with decimal
values.
✗ Forgetting to multiply by 100 when
calculating percentages.
✗ Misunderstanding the difference
between percent increase and decrease.

QUICK RECAP

Percentages show how much one quantity is of another in terms of 100. They are essential for understanding discounts,
increases, and comparisons in daily life.
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