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Introduction to Test Data Management

Mastering Test Data Management for Effective Software Testing

DEFINITION

Test Data Management (TDM) is the process of creating, maintaining, and controlling data used for software testing. It

ensures that testers have the right data to validate software functionality and performance.

KEY CONCEPTS

Data Creation

Generating synthetic or anonymized data to simulate real-world

scenarios for testing.

Data Subsetting

Extracting a smaller, manageable portion of a larger dataset to

use in testing.

Data Refreshing

Data Masking

its usability for testing.

Data Versioning

Protecting sensitive information by obfuscating data while retaining

Keeping track of different versions of test data to ensure

consistency across testing phases.

Updating test data regularly to reflect changes in production

data for accurate testing.

EXAMPLES
- Using anonymized customer data for
testing a new e-commerce feature.

- Creating a subset of user data to test a
login functionality.

- Refreshing test data weekly to align

with the latest production updates.

QUICK RECAP

MEMORY TIPS

* Remember 'Create, Mask, Subset' for
the key TDM processes.

* Use the acronym 'DMSR' (Data
Masking, Subsetting, Refreshing) to recall
important concepts.

* Visualize a data pipeline to remember
the flow from creation to refreshing.

COMMON MISTAKES

X Neglecting data privacy regulations
during data masking.

X Using outdated data that does not

reflect current production conditions.

X Failing to document data versions
leading to inconsistencies in testing.

Test Data Management is crucial for effective software testing, involving processes like data creation and masking. Remember to

keep data current and compliant to ensure accurate test results.
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